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STURBRIDGE — The Com- 
munity Food Collaborative com- 
mittee held its monthly meeting 
at the garden located behind the 
Town Hall in Sturbridge recently 
after the regular work shift. 

The volunteer group had lots 
to discuss on their agenda and did 
so while maintaining proper social 
distancing. 

The highlight of the meeting 
came when Sturbridge Rotary 
Past-District Governor Klaus 
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Rotary recognizes garden creator 


Hachfeld, also a member of the 
CFC committee, surprised CFC 
President Joe Coan with a Rotary 
Paul Harris Fellow Recognition. 
This recognition is a way of hon- 
oring an individual who has gone 
above and beyond in doing some- 
thing for the betterment of man 
and/or the community. 

In Coan’s case, the recognition 
was for his idea and pursuit of 
creating a community garden to 
help feed local hungry individu- 


www.turley.com 
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als. The garden is in its third year, 
donates everything it grows to the 
Saint John Paul II Food Pantry 
that distributes it to the local food 
insecure individuals in Sturbridge 
and Southbridge. The garden 1s 
supported by the community and 
operates totally by volunteers. 
The Sturbridge Rotary Club 
donated $1,000 to the Rotary 
Foundation in Coan’s name in or- 


Please see GARDEN, page 5 
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QHSUA to address 
youth alcohol use 


By Eileen Kennedy 
Staff writer 


REGION — Gail Gramarossa, facilitator for The 
Quaboag Hills Substance Abuse Alliance meeting Mon- 
day morning on Zoom, said the alliance is creating a 
media campaign to prevent and stop underage drinking. 

“Alcohol use is up, according to public safety,” she 
said, during COVID-19. Alliance officials are talking to 
the marketing firm that helped build the alliance’s rel- 
atively recent website. They will be using grants to im- 
press young people to not drink, and will address the 
topic of young people driving under the influence of al- 
cohol and riding in a car with a young person or others 
who have been drinking. 

The campaign will also address parents and their role 
in helping to keep students from accessing alcohol as 
COVID-19 restrictions are lifted and parents make have 
to go back to their offices leaving young people home 
alone. It will also address young people 21 and older 
who may be asked by underage youth to purchase alco- 
hol for them. In the last survey the alliance completed 
with young people, they said one of the ways they were 
able to access alcohol was through friends old enough 
to purchase it legally, she said. They will also develop 
graphics, posters and stickers for local liquor stores, she 
said. 

The media campaign will offer tools and messages 
for a variety of audiences, Gramarossa said. 

Health study 

Alyssa Curran was introduced as the newly-hired, 
part-time coordinator for Ware-Belchertown portion 
of the Boston Medical Center HEALing Communities 
Study. The study is a large federal grant, with an am- 
bitious goal of reducing opioid overdose deaths by 40 
percent in five years. Medical students apply to be part 
of the work, which has them work closely with various 
groups, and determining factors that lead to opioid use 
for patients. She is technically an employee of the West- 
ern Mass Training Consortium, which oversees the 


Please see QHSUA, page 5 


Woman In Business announces 


Center planning underway 


Seeking donations and support from 
residents, businesses 


By Eileen Kennedy 
Staff writer 


WARE — The development of a Ware Regional 
Recovery Center, which would provide resources for 
those in recovery from drug and alcohol use, is being 
supported by the Quaboag Hills Community Coali- 
tion and is an outgrowth of its Quaboag Hills Sub- 
stance Use Alliance. 

Perhaps just as importantly, they also want it be a 
community center for many area other residents, so 
it will be a resource to many people across 16 towns. 
There are many issues such that face everyone such as 
hunger and government services, and one of the most 
common barriers to accessing services for many peo- 
ple has been the lack of transportation in the area. 

Peggy Vezina, the Western Mass Training Con- 
sortium’s Project Recover director, said at Monday’s 
Zoom meeting of the Quaboag Hills Substance Use 
Alliance that she, along with Abaigeal Duda, Ware 
Regional Recovery Center peer recovery coordinator, 
Ware Planning and Community Development Direc- 


Please see RECOVERY, page 11 


2020 scholarship award recipients 


STURBRIDGE — Woman In 
Business Inc., now 1n its 30th year 
of building community for wom- 
en in the region by fostering net- 
working, sharing information and 
experiences, and providing edu- 
cational opportunities, is pleased 
to announce its 2020 Scholarship 
Award recipients: Leia Krans 
from Tantasqua Regional High 
School, Alyson Locke from Tan- 
tasqua Regional High School, 
Madison Hughes from Shepherd 
Hill High School, Jordan Lapierre 
from Tantasqua Regional High 
School, and Addison Ellithorpe, 
from Shepherd Hill High School. 
In total, $2,000 was awarded 
among these recipients. 

Every year Woman In Business 
awards four $500 scholarships to 
deserving area high school seniors 
in support of their continuing ed- 
ucation, and through the Judith 
A. Jaeger Memorial Scholarship, 
started in 2017, and endowed by 


the family of WIB Founder Ju- 
dith Jaeger, an additional $1,000 
award is presented to the top 
candidate among the applicants 
selected for scholarship prizes. 
Over the last 30 years, WIB has 
awarded over $50,000 in schol- 
arship prizes to over 100 deserv- 
ing young men and women, who 
go on to do amazing things with 
their education and life. 

Scholarship applications are 
open to any high school senior in 
our region by completing a form 
made available in their guidance 
office and submitting an essay. A 
special Scholarship Review Com- 
mittee of the Board reviews all 
applications and selects award re- 
cipients. This year, WIB received 
a total of 53 applications from 
Tantasqua, Shepherd Hill and 
Bay Path. 

Jaeger Award winner Leia 
Krans is from Sturbridge, and is 
graduating from Tantasqua. She 


will be attending the University 
of New Hampshire in the fall and 
is aspiring to be a school coun- 
selor. “What impressed us about 
Leia was the extensive resume 
she added along with her appli- 
cation,” said Jennifer Anderson, 
chair of WIB’s Scholarship Com- 
mittee. “She has been very active 
in the community including vol- 
unteering for Special Olympics, 
Relay for Life and Harrington 
Memorial Hospital.” She will 
be majoring in psychology and 
hopes to double in sociology, with 
a minor in special education. She 
then hopes to get her master’s de- 
gree in school counseling. Krans 
always looked forward to picking 
her classes each year and enjoyed 
helping her classmates with their 
choices as well. While at Tan- 
tasqua, she interned within the 
School Counseling Department 


Please see WOMAN, page 11 
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Mckensie Avanesian 
named to dean’s list 
at Bryant University 


SMITHFIELD, Rhode Island — Bryant Univer- 
sity is dedicated to the pursuit, recognition and cel- 
ebration of academic excellence. Mckensie Avane- 
sian, class of 2022, from Sturbridge, Massachusetts, 
has been named to the dean’s list for the spring 2020 
semester. 

“These outstanding achievements are particu- 
larly commendable as students have overcome sig- 
nificant challenges to demonstrate an unwavering 
commitment to excellence,” says Provost and Chief 
Academic Officer Glenn Sulmasy, JD, LL.M. “I am 
impressed and proud of their resilience, dedication, 
and innovative spirit. Congratulations to Mckensie 
on this outstanding achievement!” 

For 157 years, Bryant University has been at the 
forefront of delivering an exceptional education 
that anticipates the future and prepares students 
to be innovative leaders of character in a changing 
world. Bryant delivers an innovative and uniquely 
integrated business and liberal arts education that 
inspires students to excel. With approximately 3,800 
graduate and undergraduate students from 38 states 
and 49 countries, Bryant is recognized as a leader 
in international education and regularly receives 
top rankings from U.S. News and World Report, 
Bloomberg Businessweek, Forbes and Barron’s. Vis- 
it www. Bryant.edu. 


PEOPLE/MILESTONE NEWS 


As a free service for our readers, we will print all births, 
weddings, engagements, milestone anniversaries, major 
birthdays, military achievements, honors and awards. We 
have a “people news” form available for you to submit these 
listings. This material is provided to us by our readers and lo- 
cal institutions and we do not charge to print this content. 

For more information, or to submit people or milestone 
news for the Quaboag Current/The Town Common, please 
email jgrybowski@turley.com. 
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Worcester Academy 
proudly announces 
second semester 
academic honors 


WORCESTER — Worcester Academy proudly 
announces its honor roll and headmaster’s list for 
the second semester of the 2019-2020 School Year. 
The honors represent the achievements that each 
of these Worcester Academy students has earned 
through academic excellence, challenge, and person- 
al growth. 


Among the students are: 

Mavrick Rizy, of Fiskdale, ninth grade, First Honors. 

Kyle Rizy, of Fiskdale, 11" grade, First Honors. 

Kate Gagnon, of Fiskdale, ninth grade, Headmaster’s 
List. 

Ryan Bonja, of Fiskdale, 11" grade, Headmaster’s 
List. 

Alexandra Mrotek, of Fiskdale, 11‘° grade, Headmas- 
ter’s List. 

Ava Detarando, of Fiskdale, seventh grade, Honor 
Roll. 

Matthew Shaw, of Brimfield, 12" grade, First Honors. 


Worcester Academy is a co-educational indepen- 
dent school for day and boarding students in grades 
six through 12 and postgraduates. Through an in- 
novative and thoughtfully designed curriculum, 
Worcester Academy instills in students a lifelong 
passion for learning and a foundation of core val- 
ues that enable them to “Achieve the Honorable” as 
leaders and world citizens. The school takes pride in 
its diverse local and international community, and 
situates its curriculum within a global, multicultur- 
al context that helps students develop the indepen- 
dence, confidence and world-readiness they need to 
succeed in college and beyond. 


Summer reading 
program to run from 
July 16 to Sept. 3 


STURBRIDGE — The Joshua Hyde Library is 
pleased to announce that their 2020 Summer Reading 
Program will run between July 16 and Sept. 3. This 
year the library is offering a virtual program for ages 0 
to 17 years. 

Beanstack, a reading challenge software and app, 
makes it so easy to track time spent reading. Partici- 
pants will earn virtual prize tickets and virtually submit 
those tickets to win real prizes. Prize drawings will take 
place on Sept. 4; winners will be called and appropriate 
pick up arranged. Beanstack 1s also the site where you 
will find a number of fun activities to complete for ad- 
ditional tickets. If that isn’t enough, more tickets can be 
obtained for submitting a written or illustrated book 
review. Awesome, right? 

The library is also hosting virtual events ranging 
from Music and Movement with Deb Hudgins to Sci- 
enceTellers. Bemis Farms Nursery is creating Fantasy 
Garden Kits for a lucky group of pre-registered chil- 
dren. We will also post virtual escape rooms throughout 
the summer. Craft kits will be available on select days, 
too. In addition, book bags for children will be available 
for those registered. They will contain an assortment 
of fun paper games and activities including our peren- 
nial favorite Plate Spotters! 

Stay tuned for details regarding a summer reading 
program for adults. This program will also be held July 
16 to Sept. 3. 

The library hopes to fill the summer with fun and 
fantasy as its celebrate Summer Reading Program 2020: 
Imagine Your Story! Its summer reading program 1s 
sponsored by the JHL, the Friends of JHL, The Mas- 
sachusetts Board of Library Commissioners, the Mas- 
sachusetts Library System and the Boston Bruins. 

Feel free to call the library at 508-347-2512, check its 
Facebook page or go online to www.sturbridgelibrary. 
org for more information. 
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LEGAL NOTICE Tucker Road seeks Special NOTICE IS HEREBY _ lows: approximately 600 feet National Grid to install 1 SO 
TOWN OF Permit approval to create a GIVEN that the North Brookfield Road-National west of the centerline of the Pole on New Braintree Road 
WEST BROOKFIELD Backlot, approximately 8.5 Brookfield Board of _ Grid to install 2 JO Poles on intersection of Wine Road. beginning at a point approx- 
NOTICE OF acre. Selectmen will hold public Brookfield Road beginning _ Install new midspan pole 119 imately 915’ feet southeast 
PUBLIC HEARING Interested parties may hearings to consider peti- at a point approximately 300 on West Brookfield Road, of the centerline of the inter- 


Notice is hereby given 
that in accordance with the 
provisions of M.G.L Chapter 
40A, Section 9, and Section 
11 of the West Brookfield 
Zoning Bylaws, the West 
Brookfield Planning Board 
will open a public hearing on 
Monday, August 3, 2020 at 
7:00 p.m. in the Town Hall 
Lower Meeting Room, 2 East 
Main Street, for the follow- 
ing application: 

Mr Charles Ferrero of 101 


review the plan at the Town 
Clerk’s office and are invited 
to attend the public hearing. 
Rebekah DeCourcey 
Chairwoman 
7/17, 7/24/2020 


LEGAL NOTICE 
TOWN OF 
NORTH BROOKFIELD 
BOARD OF SELECTMEN 


tions to locate poles, wires, 
cables, and fixtures, includ- 
ing the necessary anchors, 
guys, and other such sustain- 
ing and protecting fixtures, 
brought before it by National 
Grid Tuesday, August 18, 
2020 at 6:15 PM at the 
North Brookfield Police 
Department, 55 School 
Street, North Brookfield, MA 
D153): 

The pole locations that 
will be considered are as fol- 


feet south of the centerline of 
the interstation of Donovan 
Road and continuing approx- 
imately 65 feet in a souther- 
ly direction. Install 2 poles 
#31-25 and #31-50 in-line, 
between existing poles 31 
and 32 on Brookfield Road, 
south of the Donovan Road 
intersection. 

West Brookfield Road- 
National Grid to install 1JO 
Pole on West Brookfield 
Road beginning at a point 


St Yt | =) ey YB = 
OVER 3000 APPLIANCES IN STOCK 
FOR IMMEDIATE PICK-UP OR DELIVERY, 
MORE THAN ANYONE IN THE AREA! 


Nov = $299 


GAS GRILL SALE 


TV SALE 


in-line between existing 
poles 118 and 120. 

Donovan Road-National 
Grid to install 1 SO Pole on 
Donovan Road beginning at 
a point approximately 200’ 
feet east of the centerline 
of the intersection of Town 
Farm Road. Install new 
midspan pole 5-50 in-line 
between existing pole 4 and 
pole 5 Donovan Road, east of 
Town Farm Road. 

New Braintree Road- 


section of Bell Road. Install 
P14-2 for second service to 
garage for 36 New Braintree 
Road. 

Said hearings will begin 
at 6:15 PM and continue 
until completion, and will 
be conducted pursuant to the 
provisions of Massachusetts 
General Laws, Chapter 166. 

Dale R Kiley, Chairman 
Jason M Petraitis 
John H Tripp 

7I17, 7/24/2020 
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ERRORS: Each advertiser is requested to check their advertisement 
the first time it appears. This paper will not be responsible for 
more than one corrected insertion, nor will be liable for any 
error in an advertisement to a greater extent than the cost of the 
space occupied by the item in the advertisement. 
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~ PET GROOMING ~~ 
We Groom both Dogs & Cats! 
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Tuesdays & Thursdays 
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Summer concert series 
kicks off July 16 


EAST BROOKFIELD — The East Brookfield 
Summer Concert Series kicks off this Thursday, 
July 16, from 6 to 8 p.m. at Connie Mack Field. 
Wheelsmith, a band comprised of local musicians 
will be playing classic favorites. Please remember 
social distancing rules will apply and there will be 
no public restrooms available. People are asked to 
wear masks until their chairs/blankets are set up 
six feet from others. The snack shack will be closed 
and people are encouraged to bring a picnic, or or- 
der from their favorite local restaurant. Upcoming 
concerts include: July 23, Island Castaways and 
Aug. 6, Rosie Porter and the Neon Moons. 


NBSB continued earned 
sustained superiority, 
five-star bank rating 


NORTH BROOKFIELD — North Brookfield 
Savings Bank is proud to announce they received 
a five-star superior rating from BauerFinancial, 
the nation’s premier bank-rating firm once again. 
The bank has earned and maintained this five-star 
rating for 103 consecutive quarters, which further- 
more means that North Brookfield Savings Bank 
qualifies for an elite designation of a “Sustained 
Superiority Bank.” This status is reserved for the 
top 10% of the nation’s banks, those that have 
maintained BauerFinancial’s highest five-star rat- 
ing longer than 90% of the industry. 

“It is so important to us as a neighborhood 
Bank to make sure we are providing the absolute 
best service to our customers and support to our 
local communities,” said North Brookfield Sav- 
ings Bank President and CEO Donna Boulanger. 
“This BauerFinancial Five-Star Superior rating 1s 
a direct result of North Brookfield Savings Bank 
employees’ commitment to embracing the Banks 
established core values and their hard work dis- 
played day after day.” 

As a local community bank, North Brookfield 
Savings Bank has made it a priority to support 
their communities since 1854. With full-service 
branches operating in North Brookfield, East 
Brookfield, West Brookfield, Ware, Belchertown, 
Palmer and Three Rivers, in addition to a Busi- 
ness Center and Loan Center, North Brookfield 
Savings Bank offers a wide variety of great deposit 
and loan solutions for consumers and businesses 
throughout Central and Western Massachusetts. 
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NBSB’s Business Center helps 219 businesses 
with PPP Loans, totaling $11.3 million 


NORTH BROOKFIELD - 
Working into the late evening 
hours, over weekends, NBSB Busi- 
ness Lenders answered the calls. 

North Brookfield Savings Bank 
makes it a priority to be there for 
their customers old and new, and 
their communities, always, and 
more importantly, when it matters 
most. This is far more evident this 
year, as the country fell victim to 
the COVID-19 pandemic and most 
community businesses were faced 
with the harsh realities of closing 
their business doors, losing much 
needed revenue and laying off em- 
ployees. Then, the now well-known 
Small Business Administration 
Paycheck Protection Program was 
announced and North Brookfield 
Savings Bank was there to help. As 
of July 9, NBSB Business Center 
has helped 219 businesses obtain 
PPP loans, totaling $11.3 million. 

Initially, the Paycheck Protec- 
tion Program was complicated 
and had many vital details still un- 
answered. Regardless, the North 
Brookfield Savings Bank Business 
Center Team were all in and ready 
to be of service. Business lenders 
immersed themselves in learning 
about the program, answering calls 
and emails late into evening hours, 
and over the weekends, helping 
business owners who were stressed, 
worried and not sure where to turn 
or begin. Many businesses, when 
trying to obtain a PPP loan with 
their current financial institution, 
were turned away for various rea- 
sons, making the process all the 
more stressful. To top it off, many 
business were facing having to si- 
multaneously revamp how they 
were doing business since they 
could not allow customers into 
their facilities. The NBSB Business 


Center Team was there to ease busi- 
ness owners concerns, answer their 
questions, release them from some 
stress and guide them through the 
PPP loan process. 

“The pandemic hit my business 
hard. Being a speaker at events, 
conferences, and in person train- 
ings, the ability to do any of that 
kind of work was cancelled and I 
watch thousands of dollars in busi- 
ness disappear. North Brookfield 
Savings Bank was my life line. I was 
not even a client of NBSB when I 
reached out to them for a PPP 
Loan. I had interestingly enough 
been turned down from my Bank 
that I had done business with for 
30 years,” said founder Rita Schi- 
ano, owner of Live a Flourishing 
Life, a personal professional de- 
velopment, training and coaching 
company. “Within a half hour of 
filling out the application I received 
a call from Rick Egan, and within 
a matter of a few days, I received 
an email that my PPP loan had 
been approved. About a week lat- 
er, I had the money in my account 
and I cannot tell you how that gave 
me the ability to feel like I could 
breathe again.” 

“The folks at NBSB could not 
have been more helpful, more un- 
derstanding, really making sure 
that when it comes to the loan for- 
giveness process that I have all of 
the information I need,’ Schiano 
said. “They really gave me the guid- 
ance for every step along the way. I 
am so thrilled to have moved busi- 
ness to North Brookfield Savings. 
If you are a small business owner, 
and now that PPP has been extend- 
ed, reach out to North Brookfield 
Savings Bank.” 

With the most recent extension 
to accept PPP application moved 


out to Aug. 8, North Brookfield 
Savings Bank is still helping day 
and night to give community busi- 
ness the support they need during 
this challenging time. Thankfully, 
now many of the details of the PPP 
loan and the forgiveness details 
have been finalized, giving much 
desired clarity to both the lenders 
and business customers. 

During this entire process, to 
help answer questions for the 
public, North Brookfield Savings 
Bank made it their mission to cre- 
ate a comprehensive, all-inclusive 
COVID-19 resource center. This 
included a detailed breakdown not 
only on the Paycheck Protection 
Loan Program itself, but also all of 
the important details on how busi- 
ness should prepare for PPP Loan 
Forgiveness — an important and 
confusing element of the PPP loan. 
Online applications were made 
readily available for those applying 
for the PPP loan and PPP loan for- 
giveness. 

North Brookfield Savings 
Bank’s Business Center provides its 
customers with the attention, de- 
tail and care that they deserve, and 
with over 127 of combined lending 
experience among its team, they 
have no shortage of knowledge to 
help business customers and meet 
their business banking needs. The 
bank’s primary Business Center lo- 
cation at 40 Main St. in Ware, is a 
full-service location, however lend- 
ers frequently travel to the destina- 
tion most convenient for the busi- 
ness they are assisting. 

To contact the North Brookfield 
Savings Bank Business Center, call 
508-867-0710 or email businesscen- 
ter@banknbsb.com for any lending 
inquiries. 


Lake Wickaboag to get treatments July 15 


WEST BROOKFIELD — West 
Brookfield Board of Health along 
with the Lake Wickaboag Preserva- 
tion Association, have announced 
that on Wednesday, July 15, Lake 
Wickaboag will receive an herbicide 
application to treat nuisance aquatic 
vegetation. 

SOLitude Lake Management, 
the contractor hired by the West 
Brookfield Board of Health to ap- 
ply the herbicide and algaecide, has 
requested that the use of the lake’s 
water be restricted as follows so as to 
not interfere with the treatment ap- 
plication and to allow the chemicals 
to reach maximum effectiveness: 


lly 
LAKESIDE 


Find Our 
Menu Online 


Swimming, fishing and boating, 
one day — July 15 

Livestock watering for two days, 
July 15 and 16 

Direct Drinking for four days — 
July 15, 16, 17 and 18 

Irrigation for six days-July 15, 16, 
17, 18, 19 and 20 

Members of the LWPA will no- 
tify boaters and 
swimmers by 
placing signs 
on streets lead- 
ing to the lake 
and by placing 
red flag buoys 
on the lake. As 


part of their education program, 
they will also send a reminder to 
residents through the local cable ac- 
cess channel before the application 
begins. 

Anyone who needs additional in- 
formation please feel free to contact 
SOLitude Lake Management, at 
508-885-0101. 


Country Auto Body, Inc. 
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SOCIAL SECURITY MATTERS 
Widow unsure about 
her social security 
benefits 


By Russell Gloor 
Guest columnist 


Dear Rusty: I am looking for information on 
my Social Security survivor benefits from my 
husband. I just turned 65 and have been collect- 
ing my Social Security widow’s benefit since I 
was 60. Someone told me that I should take my 
own Social Security and half of my deceased 
husband’s. I am not sure if that’s what I should 
do. Should I stay as I am until age 70 and then 
look into this option? Is it even an option? I’m 
just not sure. I work part time because the wid- 
ow’s benefit just isn’t enough to pay my bills. I 
know there must be others out there as unsure 
as I am. Signed: Unsure Widow 

Dear Unsure Widow: It appears that you 
have been given some inconsistent informa- 
tion. If you are currently collecting a widow’s 
benefit from your deceased husband and have 
been since you were 60- years-old, you cannot 
“take my own Social Security and half of my 
husband’s.” You only have two options now: to 
continue your current surviving widow's benefit 
(which was reduced because you claimed it be- 
fore your full retirement age), or to claim your 
own Social Security retirement benefit if that is 
more. 

If you are now collecting your survivor ben- 
efit (only), your benefit from your own work re- 
cord is still growing. The key question is wheth- 
er your own benefit from your own work record 
will ever be more than you are now collecting 
from your deceased husband as his widow. If 
your own Social Security retirement benefit will 
be more, you can switch to it whenever it has 
grown to be more than your current widow’s 
benefit. Your own benefit will reach maximum 
at age 70, so never wait beyond that to claim it. 
But if your current survivor benefit as a widow 
is more than your own benefit will be at any age, 
you should simply stay on that widow’s benefit. 

The easiest way to find this information out 
is to request a Statement of Estimated Benefits 
from Social Security. That statement will show 
you the amounts you are due on your own at 
your full retirement age and also at age 70 (if 
you were born in 1955 your FRA is 66 plus 2 
months). If either or both of those amounts 
are more than your widow’s benefit, you can 
continue to collect your widow’s benefit until it 
makes financial sense to switch to your own. To 
request your Benefits Statement, contact Social 
Security directly at 1-800-772-1213, or your lo- 
cal office (find it at www.ssa.gov/locator). You 
can also get this online if you have a “my Social 
Security” account, and which you can create at 
www.ssa.gov/myaccount. 

This article is intended for information pur- 
poses only and does not represent legal or finan- 
cial guidance. It presents the opinions and in- 
terpretations of the AMAC Foundation’s staff, 
trained and accredited by the National Social 
Security Association. NSSA and the AMAC 
Foundation and its staff are not affiliated with 
or endorsed by the Social Security Administra- 
tion or any other governmental entity. To sub- 
mit a question, visit our website (amacfounda- 
tion.org/programs/social-security-advisory) or 
email us at ssadvisor@amacfoundation.org. 

Russell Gloor is a Social Security advisor for 
AMAC. 


This newspaper will print free self-submitted 
statements of candidacy only four weeks or more 
out from the election. All candidates running in 


both contested and uncontested races are asked to 
submit their statements to the editor to include only 
biographical and campaign platform details. Total 
word count for statements is limited to between 
300-500 words maximum. Please include a photo. 
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Zucchini, zucchini 


oday, the girls and I made a double 
batch of zucchini bread. This treat 
signals that summer is at its peak 
and so is the zucchini harvest! I usually 
think that if I make four loaves, 
two can go in the freezer. Typical- 
ly, however, we devour the bread 
so fast it doesn’t seem logical 
freeze any for later use when we 
can enjoy it now. I am hoping for 
a typical abundant harvest. Here 
is how to deal with lots and lots 
of this versatile vegetable. 

Store it. Zucchini will keep in 
the refrigerator for at least one 
week. Smaller squashes are more 
flavorful, and less seedy than their over- 
grown counterparts. Harvest when the 
fruits are six inches long or less, and still 
narrow. It is likely that baseball bat-sized 
squashes will develop now and then, espe- 
cially if you are away from the garden for 
a few days. Don’t worry; they can be used 
in most recipes that call for zucchini, al- 
though you may wish to remove the largest 
seeds first as they have a tendency to get 
tough and chewy. 

Freeze it. Simply shred whole zucchi- 
nis, skin and all. Drain in a colander to 
remove excess liquid and pack in contain- 
ers or freezer bags. Nothing beats zucchini 
bread in the middle of winter. It is helpful 
to freeze in amounts compatible with your 
recipe; in other words if you need two cups 
to make bread, freeze in two cup portions. 

If fried veggies are a favorite treat, you 
can freeze raw, peeled zucchini sections af- 
ter coating them with bread crumbs. First, 
freeze them on a plate or cookie sheet, 
then, pack in freezer bags with as much air 
removed as possible. Fry up at a later date. 
I have never been very successful freezing 
blanched zucchini slices. Experiment your- 
self and maybe you will have better luck. 

Steam it. Who likes soggy zucchini? No 
one. Cut in slices one quarter of an inch 





We will not publish any statements of candidacy 
inside the four weeks from election threshold. To 
publish any other campaign publicity during the 
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and more zucchini 


thick and steam for a mere two or three 
minutes. Sprinkle with dill or lemon juice 
and thyme for a wonderful summer side 
dish. One trick I have found to prevent 
sogginess 1s to dump out your 
steaming water then let the zuc- 
chini sit on the hot pan for a bit 
before eating. 

Stuff it. Here is the perfect use 
for the aforementioned baseball 
bat-sized quash. Making zucchini 
boats are my sister-in-law Janice’s 
favorite way to utilize the vegeta- 
ble. I can always count on her to 
take a few biggies off my hands. 
With a spoon hollow out the seed 
cavity. Stuff it with a mixture of cooked 
rice, sauce and ground beef or turkey. Top 
with shredded cheese and bake until it 
bubbles. Yummy! Put a Mexican spin on 
this recipe by using black beans, salsa and 
taco cheese along with brown rice in place 
of the other ingredients. Freeze individual 
portions of this dish for a quick dinner. 

Bake with it. Zucchini bread and muf- 
fins are one thing, but double chocolate 
zucchini cake? Yes, and there are more 
enticing dessert recipes where that came 
from. Consult your local library or the in- 
ternet for other mouth-watering selections. 
One pointer: drain shredded zucchini well 
before using in any recipe. Place it in a col- 
ander and apply pressure with clean hands 
or a large mixing spoon. Squeeze all the 
liquid right out of it. This way your des- 
serts will be moist, but not soggy. 

Roberta McQuaid graduated from the 
Stockbridge School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. For the last 28 
years, she has held the position of staff hor- 
ticulturalist at Old Sturbridge Village. She 
enjoys growing food as well as flowers. Have 
a question for her? Email it to ekennedy@ 
turley.com with “Gardening Question” in 
the subject line. 


Letters to the editor of no more than 250 words 
from supporters endorsing specific candidates or 
discussing campaign issues are limited to three 
total per author during the election season. No 
election letters will appear in the final edition 
before the election. We reserve the right to edit all 
statements of candidacy and letters to the editor to 
meet our guidelines. 
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In My Backyard 


By Ellenor Downe 





Paula Ouimette, the author’s daughter, drew this peregrine falcon. 


MassWildlife biologists recently visited nest sites to 
band peregrine falcon chicks. A total of 46 territorial 
pairs were documented statewide. Most pairs are nest- 
ing on man-made sites such as buildings, bridges and 
quarry cliffs. A few pairs are raising young on moun- 
tainside cliffs in more remote parts of the state. Two 
new nests were confirmed in Springfield and three his- 
torical nests have been reconfirmed in Bourne, Sandis- 
field and Worcester. Before restoration efforts, the last 
active peregrine falcon nest in the commonwealth was 
documented in 1955. Nesting failures were due mostly 
to the eggshell thinning effects of DDT and similar 
pesticides. Peregrine falcon restoration became Mass- 
Wildlife’s Natural Heritage and Endangered Species 
Program first restoration project in 1984 and 1s its 
longest running project to date. In Massachusetts, the 
peregrine falcon’s status under the Massachusetts En- 
dangered Species Act, the bird’s MESA status was 1m- 
proved from threatened to special concern in late 2019. 

The peregrine falcon is about 16 inches long and 
has a long, tapered wings and a long broad tail. It has 
a blue-gray back, barred belly, white bid and wide, 
dark sideburns. As with most falcons, the female is 
larger than the male. Peregrine falcons are spectacu- 
lar fliers and display tremendous speed while pursu- 
ing other birds. They catch birds on the wing and also 
eat insects. The female lays three to four creamy white 
eggs with dark markings. They nest on cliff ledges 50 
to 200 feet above the ground or on tall buildings in 
urban areas where there is an abundant supply of pi- 
geons. They make a series of high-pitched sounds like 
“ki ki ki ki ki” given as an alarm near the nest. 

Sand hill cranes 

The Ware River Nature Club documented the 
breeding pair of sand hill cranes in Worcester County 
with the discovery of two hatched chicks in Hardwick 
in May. On June 14, nearly a month after the young 
hatched, the pair of adults was found at a large beaver 
pond wetland with large shrubs, a habitat they typical- 
ly prefer. The pair was observed for several hours over 
a period of three days and unfortunately the chicks 
were not seen. Young birds are vulnerable to myriad 
predators, but often one chick survives. This was not 
the case with the pair in Hardwick. Hopefully, the pair 
will nest in the area in the future. 

Hawk 

I saw two small birds chasing a hawk this week. 
Most likely, they were protecting their nest. The hawk 
was no match for the more agile pair of smaller birds, 
as the hawk flew away from them. 

Nectar feeder 

I continue to have lots of hummingbirds at my 
nectar feeders. I also have a downy woodpecker, Balti- 
more oriole and a red squirrel that come to the feeder. 
The squirrel wastes nectar as it tilts the feeder to drink. 

People may report a bird sighting or bird related 
experience by calling me at 413-967-3505, leaving a 
message at extension 100 or emailing mybackyard88@ 
aol.com or edowner@turley.com. 
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This is a testing time for us all 


By Lee H. Hamilton 
Guest columnist 


few weeks ago, The New 

York Times ran an article 

noting that with the U.S. 
preoccupied by the coronavirus 
pandemic, Black Lives Matter 
protests and massive unemploy- 
ment, “its competitors are moving 
to fill the vacuum, and quickly.” 

Russia, China, North Korea, 
Iran... All are testing how far 
they can go, seeking to exploit our 
weaknesses and fill the vacuum 
they perceive in world leadership. 
Our allies, meanwhile, are express- 
ing dismay at the U.S.’s inability to 
come to grips with the pandem- 
ic—symbolized most acutely by 
the prospect that Americans will 
be barred from traveling to a par- 
tially reopened Europe this sum- 
mer—and at our withdrawal from 
world organizations, treaties, and 
involvement in places where we 
have traditionally been central to 
keeping the peace. 

There are good reasons we 
have turned inward. As a nation, 
we have botched the response to 
the coronavirus, as its recent sharp 
upward trajectory illustrates. We 
are still feeling our way through 
the economic impact, with every 
likelihood that millions of peo- 
ple will be struggling for a long 
time. And, of course, street pro- 
tests, concern about policing and 
turmoil over the nation’s racial 
practices are preoccupying many 
people’s attention. 

Any one of these things would 
have been enough to try us as a 
country; all together make this a 
desperately difficult time. We’ve 
been through times like this in 


QHSUA from page 1 


grant in Western Mass, and she 
will work with the QHSUA and 
the Ware Regional Recovery Cen- 
ter group. The Ware-Belchertown 
portion of the study will not get 
underway until 2021. 
National Night Out 

Ware’s National Night Out 
event might not be held this year 
due to COVID-19 restrictions, ac- 
cording to Town Manager Stuart 
Beckley. While the event has been 
moved from August to October, 
restrictions state that attendance 
limits for group events must be 
limited to 100 people. Last year 
250 people attended. Several peo- 
ple suggested exploring whether it 
could be held at several locations 
in town so more people could at- 
tend, and Beckley said he would. 

Belchertown Police Sgt. Neil 
Lozier said his town would prob- 
ably not hold its National Night 
Out event this year because one of 
its biggest partners, the Belcher- 


GARDEN from page 1 


der to honor him with a Paul Har- 
ris Fellow. “While the garden 1s an 
unusual and informal setting to 
present this recognition,” Rotary 
Past-District Governor Hachfeld 
said, “it was the logical place to 
present it. During the pandem- 
ic, Sturbridge Rotary has been 
meeting weekly on Zoom but the 


the past, and no doubt will again 
in the future, but at this moment, 
our mettle is being tested as it 
rarely has been. 

Oddly, I find something brac- 
ing about this. Not long ago I was 
meeting with a group of young 
graduate students, who asked what 
troubled me most about the prob- 
lems we confront, and the word 
that instantly came to mind was 
“complacency.” As Americans, we 
have a tendency to feel that we’ve 
always come through hard times 
and always will. The result is often 
a sense that we can leave things 
to others: to our leaders, to our 
nonprofits, churches and commu- 
nity groups, to our more involved 
neighbors. We ourselves don’t set 
out to do the things we know need 
to be done. 

But here’s the thing about a 
representative democracy like 
ours: it doesn’t work unless citi- 
zens do their part—and I include 
our leaders in this. At its heart, 
it asks of us that we find a niche 
where we can improve things. It’s 
disheartening to see recent polls 
that suggest huge percentages of 
Americans believe things in the 
country are out of control—8&0% 
of respondents in a recent NBC 
News/Wall St. Journal poll—but 
it’s heartening to know there’s 
something we can do about it: the 
country won't be out of control 
if each of us steps up to the chal- 
lenges we see in our own neigh- 
borhoods and our nation. 

I began my political career 
because I felt like I needed to do 
something to help my communi- 
ty in southern Indiana and didn’t 
know where to start. So, I asked 
my precinct committeeman, who 


town Senior Center, said it would 
not be participating this year. 
Drug prevention education 

Gramarossa_ said the _ alli- 
ance also plans to do its spring 
2021survey of young people in 
area schools about their use of 
alcohol, drugs and nicotine, as it 
has done in the past. She acknowl- 
edged that it will be difficult due to 
the amount of work that schools 
have to do and that school offi- 
cials are going to have their hands 
full planning for multiple setups 
for how school will operate due to 
COVID-restrictions. The alliance 
is in the fifth year of a five-year 
federal drug prevention and edu- 
cation grant. 

She said “you have some of the 
most challenging work to do, all 
of our school people.” They will 
be planning what school will look 
like this fall amid changing re- 
quirements and possible changes 
in COVID-19 rates. 

Robert Bardwell, head of guid- 
ance for Monson Public Schools, 


Zoom platform isn’t conducive to 
making a personal presentation.” 

A surprised Coan, while ap- 
preciative of the recognition, was 
quick to stress the recognition 
goes to everyone who volunteers 
at the garden. “The idea to start 
this garden quickly gained the 
support of the town and business 
leaders who have faithfully spon- 
sored us each year, as well as the 


enlisted me to go door to door to 
try to get voters involved. That led 
eventually to Congress, and ulti- 
mately to a committee chairman- 
ship trying to resolve some of the 
country’s knottiest foreign affairs 
challenges. You never know where 
these things are going to lead. 

My point in saying this 1s that 
we can all start somewhere. We 
are divided as a nation on polit- 
ical, economic, and racial lines. 
We face the existential challenge 
of climate change. Many of us on 
both the right and the left worry 
about a lack of moral perspective 
in how we approach our problems. 
All of these are ripe for actions 
that we, as individuals, can take. 
If you're white, for instance, how 
much time have you spent talking 
to Black people or Latinos about 
the hostility and difficulties they 
face? Making the effort to under- 
stand as best you can is an import- 
ant step toward recognizing how 
deep-seated these problems are, 
and at the same time how they 
might be overcome. 

This time of testing is an op- 
portunity. It’s a chance to shake 
off the complacency we'd settled 
into, and to exercise the gift that 
our system gives us: the ability to 
make a difference. 

Lee Hamilton is a senior ad- 
visor for the Indiana University 
Center on Representative Govern- 
ment; a Distinguished Scholar at 
the IU Hamilton Lugar School of 
Global and International Studies; 
and a Professor of Practice at the 
IU O'Neill School of Public and 
Environmental Affairs. He was 
a member of the U.S. House of 
Representatives for 34 years. 


said school leaders were focused 
on developing multiple plans to 
send to the state by the end of 
July. Plans for remote learning, 
in-person instruction and a hybrid 
of the two are required he said. 
“It’s very challenging,” he said. 
He pointed out that while the 
district might decide it wants to 
provide music instruction, the 
question whether students will be 
able to use their instruments will 
have to be determined. 
Belchertown High School 
Principal Christine Vigneux said 
remote learning hasn't been help- 
ful for some students, while oth- 
ers have thrived using it. She said 
drug prevention education is 1m- 
portant but gauging the best way 
to have it will have to decided. 
Bardwell and Vigneux said fin- 
ishing out this school year, since 
both schools have graduations lat- 
er this summer, while planning for 
next year, 1s an interesting process. 
“It’s hard to be in both worlds 
and do it well,” said Bard. 


garden’s committee members and 
volunteers who work to grow all 
the great produce,” he said. “I'd 
also like to add that without the 
encouragement and support we 
received from the Rotary Com- 
munity Corps, comprised of Stur- 
bridge Rotary and Southbridge 
Rotary, it may have taken a lot 
longer to launch this great volun- 
teer community project.” 
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East Brookfield Police Log 


For the week of June 22-July 5, 
the East Brookfield Police Depart- 
ment conducted 93 building/prop- 
erty checks, 18 radar assignments, 
26 motor vehicle stops, 44 directed/ 
area patrols, eight traffic controls, 
two animal calls, 23 emergency 911 
calls, three assist other agencies, 
three safety hazards, three welfare 
checks and six complaints. 


Monday, June 22 

9:29 a.m. 911 — Phone Calls — Of- 
ficer Handled 

11:05 a.m. Cellular —- Complaint 
East Main Street — Services Ren- 
dered 

11:23 am. Phone — Welfare 
Check Mechanic Street — Spoken 
To 

6:28 p.m. 911 — Medical Emer- 
gency Podunk Road — Transported 
to Hospital 


Tuesday, June 23 
8:45 a.m. 911 — Medical Emer- 
gency North Brookfield Road — 
Transported to Hospital 
8:36 p.m. Initiated — Motor Ve- 
hicle Stop North Brookfield Road 
— Citation Issued 


Wednesday, June 24 
3:38 p.m. Phone — Suspicious 
Activity Podunk Road — Spoken To 


Thursday, June 25 

12:17 a.m. 911 — Assist Other 
Agency Out of Town — Merge 

8:45 a.m. Phone — Alarm Po- 
dunk Road — Building Checked/ 
Secured 

10:51 a.m. Phone — Medical 
Emergency Wildwood Road — 
Transported to Hospital 

6:27 p.m. 911 — Medical Emer- 
gency Faith Drive — Officer Handled 

7:40 p.m. Phone — Suspicious 
Activity East Main Street — Officer 
Handled 


Friday, June 26 

9:26 a.m. Phone — Welfare Check 
Harrington Lane — Spoken To 

1:01 p.m. 911 — Medical Emer- 
gency North Street — Transported 
to Hospital 

3:39 p.m. Initiated — Radar Har- 
rington Street — Arrest(s) Made 


3:59 p.m. Initiated — Motor Ve- 
hicle Stop Harrington Street — Cita- 
tion Issued 

9:12 p.m. 911 — Disturbance East 
Main Street — Negative Contact 

11:39 p.m. Phone — Mutual Aid 
Ambulance Out of Town — Call 
Canceled 

11:43 p.m. 911 — Complaint/Mo- 
tor Vehicle Operations Harrington 
Street — Negative Contact 


Saturday, June 27 
12:12 a.m. Cellular — Complaint 
Harrington Street — Negative Con- 
tact 
7:37 p.m. 911 — Medical Emer- 
gency Maple Street — Transported 
to Hospital 


Sunday, June 28 

9:04 a.m. Initiated —- Motor Vehi- 
cle Stop East Main Street — Citation 
Issued 

9:30 a.m. Initiated — Motor Vehi- 
cle Stop East Main Street — Citation 
Issued 

1:12 p.m. Initiated — Motor Ve- 
hicle Stop Harrington Street — Cita- 
tion Issued 

5:11 p.m. Initiated — Motor Ve- 
hicle Stop North Brookfield Road 
— Citation Issued 

7:28 p.m. Phone — Complaint/ 
Motor Vehicle Operations Rte. 49 — 
Could Not Locate 

9:43 p.m. Initiated — Motor Ve- 
hicle Stop West Main Street — Cita- 
tion Issued 


Monday, June 29 

7:33, am. Phone — Medical 
Emergency North Brookfield Road 
— False Alarm 

10:50 am. 911 — Fire Alarm 
Lakeview Avenue — Services Ren- 
dered 

12:21 p.m. Initiated — Identity 
Theft Harrington Street — Services 
Rendered 

5:28 p.m. 911 — Medical Emer- 
gency Cove Street — Services Ren- 
dered 

10:43 p.m. 911 — Misdial Howe 
Street — Negative Contact 


Thursday, July 2 
9:52 a.m. 911 — Property Dam- 
age Lashaway Drive — Report Taken 


New Braintree Police Log 


For the week of July 6-July 
13, the Hardwick/New Braintree 
Police Department conducted 27 
building/property checks, 11 ra- 
dar assignments, five motor vehi- 
cle stops, 17 directed/area patrols, 
two traffic controls, two emergen- 
cy 911 calls, four citizen assists, 
one safety hazard and one bur- 
glary(breaking and entering) in 
the town of New Braintree. 


Tuesday, July 7 
11:25 am. 911 — Medical 
Emergency Hardwick Road — 


Transported to Hospital 


Friday, July 10 

10:28 a.m. Phone — Assist Cit- 
izen Memorial Drive — Officer 
Handled 

10:51 a.m. Radio — Safety Haz- 
ard Memorial Drive — Taken/Re- 
ferred to Other Agency 

2:30 p.m. Phone — Fraud Ra- 
vine Road — Investigated 


Saturday, July 11 
9:33 a.m. Phone — Assist Cit- 


izen Memorial Drive — Services 
Rendered 

10:21 a.m. Phone — Burglary 
(Breaking and 
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8:31 a.m. Initi- 
ated — Motor Ve- 
hicle Stop Barre 
Road — Citation 
Issued 

9:41 a.m. Initi- 
ated — Motor Vehi- 
cle Stop Hardwick 
Road — Citation 


Issued 
3:53 p.m. 911 — 
Complaint Utley 
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1:19 p.m. 911 — Misdial Howe 
Street — Spoken To 

4:19 p.m. Phone — Safety Hazard 
Howe Street — Investigated 

6:56 p.m. Phone — Safety Hazard 
Howe Street — Services Rendered 


Friday, July 3 

7:54 a.m. 911 — Complaint/Mo- 
tor Vehicle Operations — Gone On 
Arrival 

8:44 a.m. Phone — Safety Hazard 
Adams Road — Services Rendered 

9:03 a.m. Phone — Welfare Check 
Howe Street — Could Not Locate 

2:15 p.m. 911 — Medical Emer- 
gency Harrington Street — Services 
Rendered 

Arrest: David D. Normandin, 
East Brookfield 

Operating Under the Influence 
of Alcohol (2"¢ Offense); Negligent; 
Operation of a Motor Vehicle; Op- 
erating with a Suspended License; 
Operating Under the Influence of 
Drugs 

3:30 p.m. Phone — Suspicious 
Activity East Main Street — Report 
Taken 


Saturday, July 4 

1:10 a.m. 911 — Medical Emer- 
gency Maple Street — Transported 
to Hospital 

1:56 a.m. 911 — Medical Emer- 
gency Podunk Road — Transported 
to Hospital 

2:17 a.m. 911 — Medical Emer- 
gency Prospect Street — Transported 
to Hospital 

9:21 a.m. Phone — Complaint 
East Main Street — Taken/Referred 
to Other Agency 

1:40 p.m. Phone — Complaint 
Harrington Lane — Unfounded 

1:42 p.m. 911 —Complaint South 
Pond Road — Taken/Referred to 
Other Agency 

1:49 p.m. Phone — Complaint 
South Pond Road — Spoken To 

3:16 p.m. 911 — Hang-up Call 
South Pond — No Action Required 


Sunday, July 5 
12:44 p.m. Initiated — Motor Ve- 
hicle Stop Rte. 49 — Citation Issued 
2 p.m. Phone — 911 Misdial Pau- 
la Circle —- No Action Required 
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STURBRIDGE 


TURLEY PUBLICATIONS COURTESY PHOTO 
Troopers from the Sturbridge barracks arrested a New York man on July 
10 on firearms charges and confiscated a handgun with an obliterated 
serial number and ammunition. 


Troopers arrest 
New York man on 
firearms charges 


STURBRIDGE — Just before 9 a.m. on Friday, 
July 10, Trooper Robert Fagundes, a recent graduate 
of the 85th Recruit Training Troop, along with his 
Field Training Officer, Trooper Nicolas Latino, both 
assigned to State Police-Sturbridge, were patrolling 
Route 84. 

As they were traveling eastbound passing mile 
marker 2 in Sturbridge they observed a white Hon- 
da Accord being operated erratically, and unable to 
stay within the lane markings. Fagundes activated his 
cruiser’s blue lights and siren and stopped the vehicle 
at the 3.2 mile marker. 

Upon stopping, the Troopers approached the 
Honda and identified the operator as Miquel Hen- 
riquez, 38, of Brooklyn, New York, then informed 
him why he was stopped. Henriquez did not possess 
a valid license to operate a vehicle and was removed 
then placed under arrest. Prior to the vehicle being 
towed from the scene, Fagundes conducted an inven- 
tory of the contents per State Police policy. During 
the inventory, he located a loaded Hi-Point 9mm pis- 
tol with 19 rounds of ammunition. The serial number 
on the firearm was filed off and unable to be read. It 
was also discovered Henriquez was on probation for 
a criminal incident which occurred in May. 

Henriquez was transported to State Police-Stur- 
bridge where he was booked and a bail commis- 
sioner was contacted who set bail at $1,040. He was 
arraigned at Dudley District Court on charges of 
unlicensed operation of a motor vehicle, carrying a 
loaded firearm, receiving a firearm with defaced seri- 
al number, improper storage of a firearm, possession 
of ammunition without a FID card a marked lanes 


violation. 





rN, | py NG = 
USDA INSP. FROZEN BONELESS & SKINLESS Q Qs 
ID 


CHICKEN BREAST. ...%2%. 


USDA INSP. FRESH Q Q ( 


WHOLE CHICKENS zw, Dd i 


USDA INSP. FRESH 
CHICKEN WINGS. 


USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN BEST YET 


COOKED SHRIMP sitictama® 1 12° 


90 Meat Outlet FNS 
















Springfield 
NEW EXTENDED HOURS: 
°l] Mon. - Wed.8-4 jj We reserve the 
Thurs. 8-6 ¢ Fri. 8-6 © Sat. 8-3 right to limit 


quantities. 


mamma SAVINGS ¢ SELECTION * SERVICE 


7/2220 gi6@ QOmeat.com e 413-737-1288 








PAGE 8 


SPORTS 


sports@turley.com 


The Quaboag Current ¢ www.quaboagcurrent.turley.com | Friday, July 17, 2020 


ys) @turleysports 





Fy acebook.com/turleysports 





Governor's guidance guts summer sports 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@turley.com 


REGION — A huge blow 
was dealt to many summer 
leagues that were looking for- 
ward to getting out on the field 
and participating in games af- 
ter guidance released from the 
state effectively cancelled them. 

The Pioneer Valley Summer 
Soccer League and Spec Pond 
Summer Basketball League 
were both the most adversely 
affected by the state’s guide- 
lines and restrictions the sum- 
mer seasons are now cancelled 
for hundreds of kids across the 
region. 

The guidance came as a sur- 
prise for the leagues as both 
were preparing to be able to 
have games once Phase 3 was 
set to begin. 

Brian Litz, who runs the 
Spec Pond Summer Basketball 
League, had updated the league 
website, received team regis- 
trations, collected money, and 


Valley Wheel 
Baseball folds 
2020 season 
two days 
before start 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@turley.com 


REGION — The _ Val- 
ley Wheel Over-30 Baseball 
League became the second 
league in the last two weeks to 
close up shop for the 2020 sea- 
son and was added to the host 
of other school-age and colle- 
giate leagues that are not play- 
ing this summer. 

The Valley Wheel, which 
recently was going to start its 
season in July after waiting 
more than two months to even 
be able to hold tryouts. 

With the Quabbin Valley 
Over-30 Baseball League also 
called off and some players 
dropping out of Valley Wheel’s 
abbreviated season, there were 
plenty of open roster spots 
available and plenty of players 
to fill them. 

The league held four try- 
outs on consecutive Sundays 
and was set to holds its draft 
last Tuesday when league com- 
missioner Jim Nason abruptly 
cancelled the season due to 
the new guidance distributed 
to amateur baseball leagues 
for Phase 3 of Gov. Baker’s 
re-opening plan. 


Please see BASEBALL, page 9 


established a full schedule. He 
was preparing for games to be- 
gin last Monday, July 6, when 
the guidance came down from 
the state barring soccer and 
basketball contests as well as 
lacrosse. 

Gov. Charlie Baker’s admin- 
istration stated the three sports 
involved contact that was too 
close and too frequent to ef- 
fectively prevent the spread of 
coronavirus. 

While young people are not 
among the most high-risk pop- 
ulation, they have the ability 
to carry and spread the virus 
among themselves, which could 
then spread to other homes and 
infect older people. 

Upon the guidance, which 
was released last Monday, Litz 
was forced to cancel the entire 
season and refund fees back to 
teams which were prepared to 
come, wear masks when close 
together, and have little to no 
fans in attendance for much of 
the season. 





The Pioneer Valley Summer 
Soccer League had not fully 
established its schedule, but 
was preparing to move forward 
with its league with six differ- 
ent divisions and more than 60 
teams ready to get back into 
action. 

The PVSSL services high 
school students who are look- 
ing to get back into shape and 
prepare for the upcoming high 
school season, which typically 
starts a couple of weeks after 
the PVSSL season ends. The 
PVSSL season typically runs 
from mid-June to early August, 
but the Kolodziey family, which 
run the league, were looking to 
run a modified scheduled that 
would have carried the league 
to mid-August. 

Like the Spec Pond league, 
the there were fewer teams, but 
they had all paid registrations 
and were preparing to pat- 
ticipate before the news came 
down that soccer and basket- 
ball would be barred as part of 


Baseball action is back among high-school age students 


beginning last week. 





The Spec Pond Summer Basketball 
League had to be cancelled due to the 
pandemic. The governor’s administra- 
tion felt basketball involved too close 
contact to be allowed at this time. 


the initial part of Phase 3. 
According to the basic guid- 
ance in the governor’s re-open 
plan, practices and individu- 
al workouts in various sports 
were allowed to happen under 
Phase 2. Games and other con- 
tests were supposed to be able 


FILE PHOTOS 
Soccer is another sport labeled at-risk 
by the state. Thus the Pioneer Valley 
Summer Soccer League season was can- 
celled. 


to start with Phase 3, but the 
original report did not make 
specifications of which sports 
would be allowed. 

Baseball and softball are be- 
ing allowed to play contests in 
Phase 3 and a couple of leagues 
did begin play last week. 


One of Agawam’ junior ieantie SHEHErS hurls Sunday afternoon. 


submitted photos 


Monson/Palmer runner Trey Yesu takes a lead off second base. 


High school league among first sports action in months 


REGION — While the American Legion 
chose not to sponsor any type of season this 
summer due to the coronavirus pandemic, 


the players and coaches started a league 
amongst themselves, with junior and senior 
league action beginning last week with the 


start of Phase 3. The seasons is set to go 
through to mid-August. 


David Greenslit gets a victory in the Street Stock event. 
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David Greenslit takes Street 
Stock Battle for the Belt victory 


By Gary Dutton 


WINCHESTER, N.H. — Ben Byrne 
(Deerfield, Ma) stormed to his second 
NHSTRA Modified victory of the sum- 
mer Saturday, July 11, at Monadnock 
Speedway, topping a stout 21-car field 
at the storied quarter-mile oval. 

With a huge crowd filling the so- 
cial-distance-spaced grandstands to 
take in the night’s huge fireworks dis- 
play and six exciting divisions of racing 
at the high-banked speedplant, nobody 
went home disappointed. Except, may- 
be, Todd Patnode and Chris Davis. 

Dave Greenslit (Langdon, NH) 
made easy work of winning the Street 
Stock Battle of The Belt series 50-lap- 
per, LMS superstar Aaron Fellows 
(Croydon, NH) stayed undefeated on 
the world, while Pure Stocker Dave 
Aiken (Claremont, NH) earned his 
second victory lap of the summer, and 
Tim Leblanc (Hinsdale, NH) topped 
the Mini Stocks; all on Monadnock’s 
fourth night of 2020 racing. 

Rob Richardi and second-genera- 
tion hot shoe Matt Kimball brought the 
thundering Mod Squad to the green, 
with Richardi leading by less than a 
wheel on the first two go-rounds and 
then setting a fast pace as Kimball and 
Brian Chapin went to war behind him. 

Close behind them, Trevor Bleau, fir- 
ing from row four, and Ben Byrne, from 
row six, were charging forward with 
four others. Byrne had almost passed 
Richardi when the caution waved on 
lap 21, and then completed the task a 
lap later. Bleau, on a rail, claimed the 
deuce as lap 28 went in the books, but 
could advance no further. Richardi held 
strong to hit the stripe third, just ahead 
of Kimball and Brian Robie. 

Bleau’s fourth top-four of the young 
season deadlocked him with Robie atop 
the points parade, while defending track 
champ Todd Patnode — third in points 
entering the night’s racing — got taken 
out in a lap-five jingle, finishing 21st on 
the night. 

Dave Greenslit, the winner of the 
Battle of The Belt Series’ first event of 
the summer at Hudson, duplicated that 
run Friday. Firing from row two, the 
defending track Street Stock champ 
immediately took control, inching past 
Chris Buffone on lap one, and never 
looked back. 

Buffone’s uncle, former Pro Stock 
ace Tommy O’Sullivan, got up for 
second on lap 18 but, on this night, it 
was Greenslit in a runaway, taking the 
checkers far ahead of O’Sullivan and 
Buffone, and ending the Curtis family’s 
three-week stranglehold on Street Stock 
victory lane. 

Cam Curtis, then Justin Littlewood, 
led the Late Model Sportsmen over the 
stripe the first four go-rounds, with Aar- 
on Fellows then inching under Little- 
wood, taking charge, and simply driving 
away. Littlewood was strong in second, 
and Robert Hagar came home third. 
Fellows has not lost a race at any track 
so far this year. 


Tim LeBlanc, firing from row two, 
led every lap of the Mini Stock 25-lap- 
per to score his first win of the season. 
Nathan Wenzel came from row four of 
the 17-car field to claim the deuce, with 
Andy Harman nudging past two-time 
winner Gordon Farnum to earn the 
three spot. 

And in the Pure Stocks, Lady Luck 
dealt defending track champ Chris Da- 
vis a crap hand for the second week in a 
row. In charge with only two laps to go, 
Davis dropped suddenly off pace again, 
this time watching helplessly as Dave 
Aiken stormed past to score his second 
win of the summer. 

Mike Douglas took the checkers 
just behind Aiken, with Brandon La- 
vole, Kodi Sabins, and Nolan McClay 
rounding out the top five. Davis coasted 
to a disappointing tenth-place finish. In 
a post race inspection, Lavoie was dis- 
qualified. 

Justin Harris took charge on lap 20 
of the Northeast Classic Lites 30-lap- 
per, then sped off to victory ahead of 
Joey Deguio. Cody Hodgdon earned the 
bronze, while defending four-time series 
champ Duane Skofield was a non-factor 
in this one. 

Monadnock Speedway returns to 
action next Saturday, July 18, when the 
Mini Stock Battle of The Belt Series 
comes to town, along with a full card of 
weekly racing series events. Advanced 
Tickets and more information, please 
visit www.monadnockspeedway.com. 

NHSRA MODIFIEDS: Ben Byrne, 
Trevor Bleau, Rob Richardi, Matt Kim- 
ball, Brian Robie, Stewart McCormick, 
Cameron Houle, Brian Chapin, Cory 
Plummer, Keith Carzello, Kim Riv- 
et, Kevin Pittsinger, Eric Leclair, Zach 
Leone, Anthony Bello, Jerry Gomarlo, 
Solomon Brow, Brad Zahensky, Scott 
MacMichael, Jason Houle, Todd Pat- 
node 

LATE MODEL SPORTSMEN: 
Aaron Fellows, Justin Littlewood, Rob- 
ert Hagar, Camdyn Curtis, Willie Kuhn, 
Cole Littlewood, Scott Beck 

STREET STOCK (50-lap Battle 
of The Belt): Dave Greenslit, Tommy 
O’Sullivan, Chris Buffone, Chase Cur- 
tis, Jaret Curtis, Brian Robie, Tim Wen- 
zel, Nathan Wenzel, Mike Radzuik, 
Hillary Renaud, Ed Lofland, Randy 
Rameau, Joe Tetreault, Paul Barnard, 
Robbie Streeter, Steven Dubois, Ken- 
ny Thompson, Troy Waterman, Chris 
Riendeau, Chris Curtis 

MINI STOCK: Tim Leblanc, Na- 
than Wenzel, Andrew Harmon, Gor- 
don Farnum, Hayden Grenier, Jared 
Roy, Ethan Marsh, Ray King, Bill 
Chaffee, Shelby Avery, Jake Puchalski, 
Kevin Mcknight, Joshua Hubbard, Jeff 
Asselin, Kevin Russell, Kevin Clayton, 
Bobby Kirker 

PURE STOCK: Dave Aiken, Mike 
Douglas, Kodi Sabens, Nolan McClay, 
JD Stockwell, Jason Leray, Cory Lo- 
fland, Chris Davis, Amy Jaycox, Jimmy 
Zellman, Carter Chamberlain, Conor 
Jencik, Nick Houle, Damon Roy, Regan 
Buffum 
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Golf makes a return with 
Amateur Championship 


MARION-MATTAPOISETT 
— When the 112th Massachusetts 
Amateur Championship began Mon- 
day, it was a symbol of triumph and 
perseverance for Mass Golf and the 
state’s golf community at large. 

The five days of competition will 
mark the first live statewide champi- 
onship sporting event that will take 
place in the Bay State during the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Though sev- 
eral spring events and competitions 
have had to be rescheduled or can- 
celed this year, the Mass Amateur 1s 
still taking place as scheduled. Host- 
ing this historic event will be The 
Kittansett Club in Marion, with The 
Bay Club at Mattapoisett co-hosting 
stroke play for the first two days. 

“We could not be more excited to 
have the ability to begin our champi- 
onship season,” said Jesse Menachem, 
Mass Golf’s executive director/CEO. 
“For all the uncertainty that has 
come with this year, next week we'll 
surely be a celebration of the fantas- 
tic golf talent we have across the Bay 
State. Both golf courses have done an 
excellent job preparing so that golfers 
compete to the best of their abilities 
and enjoy themselves.” 

Both golf courses are located 
along on the south shore, along 
Buzzards Bay. The Kittansett Club, 
founded in 1922 and designed by leg- 
endary golf course architect William 
Flynn, is a seaside links course sur- 
rounded on three sides by water that 
is often transformed by a stiff wind. 
When Kittansett hosted the Walker 
Cup in 1953, Dick Chapman, a top 
U.S. amateur who won the 1940 U.S. 
Amateur and 1951 British Amateur, 
referred to Kittansett as, “The hard- 
est golf course I ever played.” What’s 
more, when the Mass Amateur was 
last played at Kittansett in 2008, 
the cutline was 1l-over. Gil Hanse 
has restored many of the original 
mounds and has had numerous trees 
removed to return the seaside views. 
The course has also been rated as one 
of Golf Digest’s Top 100 Courses in 
America since 1971. 

The Bay Club at Mattapoisett, 
located 10 miles west, was added in 
early June as a second site for stroke 
play, making it the second time in 
three years the Mass Amateur 1s be- 
ing played at two different facilities. 
Founded in 2003, The Bay Club has 
a much shorter history, but it’s a sce- 
nic parkland course with 88% of the 
original forest preserved. Designed 
by PGA Professional Brad Faxon 


BASEBALL from page 8 


Among the language was a fe- 
quirement for batters and baserun- 
ners to wear masks or other face cov- 
erings. 

The rule was meant to provide 
some protection in instances where 
there could be the potential for the 
minimal amount of contact that does 
occur in baseball, such as batters at 
the plate being in proximity to the 
catcher, or a baserunner being held 
on at first, second, or third by a near- 
by fielder. 

The guidance also suggested dug- 
outs be spaced out with players uti- 
lizing space near the dugout to stay 
socially distant, as well as using face 
coverings if that option was not avail- 
able. 

Baseball was among the sports to 
be allowed to begin games. Soccer, 
basketball, and lacrosse were forbid- 
den to have contests. 


and designer Brad Booth, the course 
features pristine fairways and greens 
and British-style fescue that will swal- 
low up poorly-executed shots. 

Mass Golf’s competitive season 
officially began June 15, with three of 
the nine total qualifying rounds used 
to determine the 144-player Champi- 
onship field. With first-tee starts only, 
half the field will start stroke play at 
The Kittansett Club, while the other 
half will compete at The Bay Club. 
They will switch the next day, and the 
top 32 will advance to match play. 

Kittansett has hosted this event 
five times previously, first in 1958 and 
most recently in 2008. In the field are 
12 previous champions, including 
defending champion Steve DiLisio 
(Salem CC), who recently finished 
his senior year at Duke University. 
John Hadges (Thorny Lea GC) last 
won this event when it was played at 
Kittansett and will have the chance 
to do so once again. Matt Parziale 
(Thorny Lea GC), the six-time Mass 
Golf Player of the Year, won the 
championship in 2017, while Mike 
Calef (Pine Oaks GC), the last per- 
son to win back-to-back (2012, 2013) 
is seeking a third title. 

This year will also mark a record 
34th Mass Amateur for Frank Vana 
Jr. (Marlborough CC), a Mass Golf 
Hall of Fame member who has 
won the championship twice (2004- 
05). He also holds the record with 26 
match play appearances, last making 
it into the Round of 32 in 2017. 

Steven Tasho (Thorny Lea) also 
won twice, taking home titles in 1981 
and 1985. Patrick Frodigh (Dedham 
C & PC; 2018); Nick McLaughlin 
(Far Corner GC; 2015); Ryan Riley 
(Thorny Lea GC; 2011); Benjamin 
Spitz (George Wright GC; 2006); 
Brendan Hester (Pleasant Valley CC; 
2001) round out the defending cham- 
pions. 

“We've been looking forward to 
watching the best amateur players 
in the state compete on the same 
stage with one another once again,” 
said Kevin Eldredge, Mass Golf’s Di- 
rector of Rules & Competitions. “We 
have two great venues that will set the 
perfect stage for the return of cham- 
pionship golf in the Bay State. The 
staff at both The Kittansett Club and 
The Bay Club have done a wonderful 
job keeping their courses in pristine 
conditions and preparing their facili- 
ties to allow us to conduct a safe and 
enjoyable championship for all.” 


Following the governor’s guidance 
being distributed, Nason had league 
managers poll their players. 

Nason said Tuesday morning 
enough players among the existing 
six teams had dropped out due to the 
requirements that there would not be 
enough players to hold the season, 
and cancelled the 2020 season just 
two days before it was set to begin. 

Nason had been considering a 5 to 
10 game slate, starting out with five 
games, and possibly expanding if the 
conditions in Massachusetts were fa- 
vorable. 

Now, the entire 15-game schedule 
is cancelled and league players will 
have to wait until 2021 to play. Also 
cancelled was a scheduled exhibition 
game for the league at the National 
Baseball Hall of Fame in Cooper- 
stown, N.Y. that was scheduled for 
early September. It is not known if 
the game will be attempted next sea- 
son. 
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ANTIQUE AND PERIOD CHAIRS 
- Restored with new woven seats — 
Many styles and weaves available. Call 
(413)289-6670 


DISH TV - $59.99 For 190 Channels 
+ $14.95 High Speed Internet. Free 
installation, Smart HD DVR Included, 
Free Voice Remote. Some restrictions 
apply. Call 1-877-925-7371 


RETIREE PAYS CASH 
for stamp collections, 
large or small. 

Will evaluate or buy. 
Questions?? 

Ron (413)896-3324 


FIREWOOD 


FIREWOOD 
Fresh cut & split $160.00 
Seasoned cut & split $200.00 
All hardwood. 
Tree length available 
*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol- 

umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083 


MISCELLANEOUS 


A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s 
largest senior living referral service. 
Contact our trusted, local experts to- 
day! Our service is FREE/no obliga- 
tion. CALL 1-855-799-4127 


DEALING WITH WATER DAM- 
AGE requires immediate action. Local 
professionals that respond immediate- 
ly. Nationwide and 24/7. No Mold Calls. 
1-800-506-3367 


DO YOU HAVE chronic knee or back 
pain? If you have insurance, you may 
qualify for the perfect brace at little to 
no cost. Get yours today! Call 1-800- 
217-0504 


INVENTORS- FREE  INFOR- 
MATION PACKAGE Have your 
product idea developed affordably by 
the Research & Development pros 
and presented to manufacturers. Call 
855-380-5976 for a free idea starter 
guide. Submit your idea for a free con- 
sultation. 


LIFE ALERT. 24/7. One press of 
a button sends help FAST! Medical, 
Fire, Burglar. Even if you can’t reach 
a phone! FREE brochure. CALL 800- 
457-1917 


MOBILEHELP, AMERICA’S PRE- 
MIER MOBILE MEDICAL ALERT 
SYSTEM. Whether you’re Home or 
Away. For Safety and Peace of Mind. 
No Long Term Contracts! Free Bro- 
chure! Call Today! 1-844-892-1017 


OXYGEN-ANYTIME. ANY- 
WHERE. No tanks to refill. No deliv- 
eries. Only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved! 
FREE info kit: Call 1-855-917-4693 


PROMOTE YOUR PRODUCT, ser- 
vice or business to 1.7 million house- 
holds throughout New England. Reach 
4 million potential readers quickly and 
inexpensively with great results. Use 
the Buy New England Classified Ad 
Network by calling (413)283-8393, 
classifieds @ turley.com. Do they work? 
You are reading one of our ads now!! 
Visit our website to see where your 
ads run 

communitypapersne.com 


STAY IN YOUR HOME longer with 
an American Standard Walk-In Bath- 
tub. Receive up to $1,500 off, including 
a free toilet, and a lifetime warranty 
on the tub and installation! Call us at 
1-866-945-3783. 


STOP STRUGGLING ON THE 
STAIRS. Give your life a lift with an 
ACORN STAIRLIFT! Call now for $250. 
OFF your stairlift purchase and FREE 
DVD & brochure! 1-844-325-8610 


COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 


OLD CARPENTER TOOLS want- 
ed. Planes, chisels, axes, etc. Also 


hunting, fishing gear. Old advertis- 
ing, cast iron cookware. Call Ken 
(413)433-2195. 





a a aN gare 
1**A CALL WE HAUL** 
Dumpsters available on site 

Call for delivery 
(413)531-1936 
acallwehaul @ gmail.com 


A HOME IMPROVEMENT SPE- 
CIALIST Decks, additions, garages, 
sheds, porches, repair work. Project 
financing available. Tim 413-563- 
2229 Lic #053483 


ABSOLUTE CHIMNEY HIC 
#161245 & CSSL #101365 Insured. 
Sweeping chimneys year round. Thank 
you. (413)967-8002 


BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 
Established 1976. New re-roofs and 
repairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. 
Licensed/ insured. Call (413)967- 
6679 


CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish- 
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class- 
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for esti- 
mate. 


DK 
Powerwashing 


We powerwash houses, decks, 
patios. roof cleaning/ 
non-pressure wash. Removes ugly 
dark staining & moss. 

Free estimates. Fully insured, 
owner operated, 

Call (413)297-4276 


PAINT AND PAPER Over 25 years 
experience. References. Lic #086220. 
Please call Kevin 978-355-6864. 





WE RENOVATE, SELL & PUR- 
CHASE (any condition) horse drawn 
vehicles such as sleighs, carriages, 
Surreys, wagons, dr’s buggies, drive- 
able or lawn ornaments. Some fur- 
niture and other restoration services 
available. Reasonable prices. Quality 
workmanship. Call (413)213-0373 
for estimate and information. 
DEMERS & SONS 
BELCHERTOWN, MA 


CHILD SERVICES 


*NEW STATE LAW. Anyone adver- 
tising caring of children must list a li- 
cense number to do so if they offer this 
service in their own home. 


ELECTRICIAN 


DEPENDABLE ELECTRICIAN, 
FRIENDLY service, installs deicing 
cables. Free estimates. Fully insured. 
Scott Winters electrician Lic. #13514-B 
Call (413)244-7096. 


EXCAVATING 


ELIOT STARBARD' EXCAVA- 
TION 35 yrs of happy customers. 
508-882-0140 


Buying? 
Selling? 


Our Classifieds 
Get Results! 





SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 





HOME 
IMPROVEMENT 


C-D HOME IMPROVEMENT. 1 
Call for all your needs. Windows, sid- 
ing, roofs, additions, decks, baths, 
hardwood floors, painting. All work 
100% guaranteed. Licensed and in- 
sured. Call Bob (413)596-8807 Cell 
CS Lic. #97110, HIC Lic #162905 


CERAMIC TILE INSTALLATION 
Kitchen, bath, foyers. Referenc- 
es. Lic #086220. Please call Kevin 
(978)355-6864. 


HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE- 
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram- 
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
textured ceilings, siding, decks. Insur- 
ance work. Fully insured. Free esti- 
mates. (413)246-2783 Ron. 


WATER DAMAGE 
_CALL JAY (413)436-5782- 
FOR REPAIRS 
COMPLETE DRYWALL SER- 
VICE. FINISHING, PAINTING, 
CEILINGS (SMOOTH OR TEX- 
TURED). 40+ YEARS EXPERI- 
ENCE. FULLY INSURED. 


INSTRUCTION 


DON’T BE A STARVING ARTIST 
= learn how to teach painting with this 
special method to people of all ages 
and abilities and have your own busi- 
ness with a stable income. Fill the need 
for more art in healthcare facilities. 
Check it out at: 

www.artis4every1.com or call 
(508)882-3848 


FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER 


QUABBIN & SUBURBAN — FRIDAY AT NOON 


MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069 


or call toll free: 800-824-6548 


Base Price 
$26.50 


Base Price 
$28.50 


Base Price 
$30.50 


Base Price 
$27.00 


Base Price 
$29.00 


Base Price 
$31.00 


Base Price 
$26.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$27.50 $28.00 


Base Price 


Base Price 
$29.50 $30.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$31.50 $32.00 





8832.50 9833.00 $33.50 $34.00 
na §34.50 ns 35.00 $38.50 536.00 
Name: Phone oe ee 
Address: 
Town State: Zip. 
Number of Weeks: X per week rate = $ 
Credit Card: LI MasterCard LIVISA  U Discover LI Cash L1 Check# 
Card#: EX. Date’ — CW 
Amount of charge: Date: 


DEADLINES: 


HILLTOWNS — MONDAY AT NOON 





Quabbin ————_ 


Village Hills 


Circulation: 


[=| 

ae 
Bole 
SI-p 
Poe 


Hilltowns 
Circulation: 9,800 







GRANBY 








Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 
for $26.00 for 20 words plus 
50¢ for each additional word. 
Add $10 for a second Zone 

or add $15 to run in 


ALL THREE ZONES. 


First ZONE base price 


BELCHERTOWN 


STN BROOKFIELD 


EASTHAMPTON 




















EAST 
BROOKFIELD 


BRIMFIELD 
STURBRIDGE 


WALES ( HOLLAND 


Residential 
Circulation: 


Suburban 
59,000 


Includes 
additional words 


Add asecond ZONE ___*10.00 


~ Run my ad in the 
following ZONE(s): 


: $ 
Addathird ZONE 5.00 
Subtotal __ = 


X Number of Weeks 
TOTAL Enclosed ___ 





OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK! 


Call us toll free 800.824.6548 





LANDSCAPING 


A+ ROZELL’S 
LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE 

Excavator Services 
Overgrown property? 
Extreme Brush Cutting! 
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal 
Lawn/Arborvite Installed 
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand 
Storm Clean-up 
Maintenance 
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal/ 
Clean-outs 
Insured 
413-636-5957 


**ALL SEASON** Specializing in 
shrub trimming, pruning, design, deliv- 
eries, loader, backhoe, insured. Pro- 
fessional. Please call Bob (413)537- 
5789 (413)538-7954. 


CHAMPAGNE LANDSCAPING 
Weekly, bi-weekly mowing, Spring, 
Fall Clean-ups, trimming, mulch, stone 
beds, excavating. Total yard mainte- 
nance. Call Dan (413)682-4943 


DAVE’S LAWN AND GARDEN, 
LLC- 

Landscape design & maintenance 

Patios & walkways 
Stump grinding 

Senior Citizen/ Veteran’s Discount 

Certified/ Insured 
Call Dave (413)478-4212 
for your free estimate. 


LAWN & GARDEN 


*COMPOSTED LOAM* 3/8 
screened, $28/yd. deliv., 10 yd min.; 
No additives, fillers or by-products. Lo- 
cal deliv. to Oakham and surrounding 
towns only. Eliot Starbard 508-882- 
0140. 


MASONRY 


STOP WET 
BASEMENTS 


ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING 

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch- 
way doors, basement windows, chim- 
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys- 
tems, sump pumps. BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569- 
1611, (413)374-5377 


PAINTING 


KEEP IT PAINTING- Klems ex 
cellent exterior painting. Interiors too. 
Specializing in all aspects of quality 
painting and staining. 25 years ex 
perience. Free consultation. Steve 
(413)477-8217 


PLUMBING 


LINC’S PLUMBING 
LIC. #J27222 
“New Season” 
“New Projects” 
Call LINC’S 
For Your Connection 
(413)668-5299 


ROOFING 


FREE ROOF INSPECTIONS. All 
types of roofing, shingle, flat and slate. 
Call Local Builders (413)626-5296. 
Complete roofing systems and repairs. 
Fully licensed and insured. MA CS 
#102453. Senior Discount. 24 hour 
service. Veteran Discount. 


TREE WORK 


AAA1 H & H TREE SERVICE 
Fully insured. 15 yrs experience climb- 
ing. Skid steer work, land clearing. Call 
Dave. 413-668-6560 day/night. 


DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every- 
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage, lot 
clearing and brush chipping. Honest 
and Dependable. Fully insured. Now 
offering a Senior Citizen and Veteran 
discount. Call today for free estimate 
(413)478-4212 


The Quaboag Current ¢ www.quaboagcurrent.turley.com 
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STUMP 
GRINDING 


DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind- 
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi- 
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413- 
478-4212 


AUTO 


CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! All 
Makes/ Models 2000-2019! Any Con- 
dition, Running or Not. Top $$$ Paid! 
Free Towing! We're Nationwide! Call 
Now: 1-888-513-1505. 

RETIRED RACING 
GREYHOUNDS AVAILABLE 
FOR ADOPTION 
SPAYED/NEUTERED, WORMED, 


SHOTS, HEARTWORM TESTED, 
TEETH CLEANED 





MAKE A FAST FRIEND! 


GREYHOUND OPTIONS INC. 
CALL MARY AT 413-566-3129 


HORSES 


HORSEBACK RIDING LESSONS 
offered year round at our state of the 
art facility. beginner to advanced. Ages 
4 years to adult. Boarding, sales and 
Leasing also available. Convenient lo- 
cation at Orion Farm in South Hadley 
(413)532-9753 www.orionfarm.net 


CHRISTOPHER HEIGHTS OF 
BELCHERTOWN, an 83 unit assist- 
ed living community, is looking for a 
team orientated full-time, opening cook 
to add to our tight knit crew. Position is 
working every weekend. Must be com- 
fortable/proficient with batch cooking, 
detail orientated, possess adequate 
knife skills and be familiar with working 
around allergies and special diets. Ab- 
solutely no late nights, with the kitchen 
closing at 6pm. The position is ideal 
for culinary students, banquet cooks, 
and people who are tired of working on 
restaurant schedules. Apply in person 
Monday — Friday 8:00 AM — 6:00 P.M. 
at 99 Front Street Belchertown, MA or 
email resume to: dproulx @christopher- 





Application 


COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 


LAND FOR SALE 


25’X110’ ROW LOT W/ 40’ water- 
front on Holland Lake. Unbuildable. 
Possible dock and swimming. $13,000 
or BO 508-868-6157 


FOR RENT 


EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 


ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, 
or discrimination because of race, 
color, religion, sex, handicap, familial 
status, or national origin, or intention to 
make any such preference, limitation, 
or discrimination.” We will not know- 
ingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. 
All persons are hereby informed that 
all dwellings advertised are available 
on an equal opportunity basis. 


LOCALLY 
Support ouh community! 


HILLSIDE VILLAGE 
APARTMENTS 


APPLICATIONS NOW BEING 
ACCEPTED FOR ONE, TWO 
AND THREE BEDROOM 
APARTMENTS 


¢ Heat and hot water included 
¢ Ample Closets 
¢ Fully Applianced 
¢ Community Room 
¢ Laundry Facilities 
¢ Cats Welcome 
e Extra Storage 
e 24 Hour Maintenance 
For Information call 
(413)967-7755 EHO 


17 Convent 


Hill, Ware, MA 
J 


ré, 


EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 





LUDLOW 1 SIDE of 2 family house, 
3 BR, lg eat-in kitchen, new carpet 
and paint. Private basement, nice 
yard, conv. East St. location. $1,150 
or $1,250 with pet. 1st, last. 413-687- 
2813 


SECTION 8 WELCOME Ware 
2 bedroom apts. new kitchen, bath, 
paint, flooring, appliances, etc. Avail- 


SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 





WARE VERY LARGE ROOM for 
rent. Private home. Parking. Utilities 
included. Air conditioned, walking 
distance to stores. $500/month. Gina 
781-315-2936 


WARREN MODERN Studio, $675, 
with new kitchen, carpet and applianc- 
es. Free hot water. Beautiful rural set- 
ting with a mountain view. Located on 
67. Please call (413)436-5301 


STORAGE 


SECURE STORAGE HAS opened 
a brand new facility in Ware behind 
the Ware Post Office. Call for all your 
storage needs and our low rates. 413- 
531-3722 


VACATION 
RENTALS 


WARM WEATHER IS Year Round 
In Aruba. The water is safe, and the 
dining is fantastic. Walk out to the 
beach. 3-Bedroom weeks available. 
Sleeps 8. Email: carolaction @ aol.com 
for more information. 


Call us toll free 800.824.6548 


ee Ee ee 
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FOR RENT 


ea 


All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
Or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination. 


This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
Opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275. 





Advertise 
your home 
improvement 


services in our 
classifieds. 
We get results! 





Tu rleyPubiications 


OR CLAIRE AT 413-967-9088 heights.com 
OR GO TO CORI required for all positions. EOE 
WWW.GREYHOUNDOPTIONS. 2 
ORG TOWN OF WILBRAHAM ASSIS- 
TANT ASSESSOR Looking for a re- 
0% ve 0% ve liable Assistant Assessor. For applica- 
We we We = tion and more information please visit 
oe eg, i 
WU! ve Wo ve www.wilbraham-ma.gov. 
o o deadline 8/7/2020 at 4:30 PM. EOE 
RECOVERY from page 1 


tor Rebekah DeCourcey and several 
others toured a number of sites in Ware, 
and the process is moving along. 

Vezina also said the Pioneer Valley 
United Way will be considering helping 
to fund the project, possibly as soon as 
this week during a board meeting. 

The idea for the WRRC came out 
of meetings of the Quaboag Hills Sub- 
stance Use Alliance, which is also an 
outgrowth of QHCC. 

At a Zoom meeting several weeks 
ago of those working on the recovery 
center or supportive of it, Nekr Jones 
said there has been a need for such a 
center among those in recovery in the 
Ware area for a long time, and it has 
come up repeatedly in discussions. Jones 
heads the Quabbin Drug Resistance 
Unifying Group (Q-DRUG), and has 
helped coordinate a large federal grant 
to help educate young people and par- 
ents about drugs and alcohol carried 
out by the QHSUA. 

Those working toward a recovery 
center envision it as a full communi- 
ty center, with a recovery center with- 
in it. It would serve Ware, Warren, the 
Brookfields, New Braintree, Hardwick, 
Belchertown, Palmer, Spencer, Wales, 
Holland, Ludlow, Monson, Wales, 
Brimfield and Holland. 

This spring they sent an open let- 
ter to organizations and put it on their 
Facebook page. 

“Today, there 1s someone who is 
looking in a mirror and facing his or her 
addiction,” it reads. “This person needs 
your help to connect with resources that 
make a difference. People in recovery are 
our mothers, fathers, children, friends, 
co-workers and employees. We are peo- 
ple who want to thrive and are able to 
fully participate in our communities 
with your support. The Ware Regional 
Recovery Center is committed to being 
a safe and welcoming space to cultivate 
recovery, support families and bring to- 
gether the growing recovery community 
in the region. Please help the WRRC de- 
velop and grow by becoming a partner 
and offering your support with a dona- 


tion.” 

A survey of those in recovery in the 
Ware area showed the group that a peer 
recovery center 1s vital to the health of 
the general community, according to the 
letter. 

“Our area lacks a resource that can 
encourage, sustain and advocate with 
(and for) the recovery community and 
that can support much-needed trans- 
portation to connect people to services,” 
the letter reads. 

“Types of offerings endorsed by sur- 
vey respondents include multiple path- 
ways of recovery, health and wellness 
services, navigation to local resources 
and providers, recreation, education 
and employment assistance, group and 
family support, youth recovery, and 
other activities,” according to the letter. 

The WRRC is seeking support to 
make the center a reality and anyone 
who wants to provide goods, services 
or materials, volunteer or donate finan- 
cially can go online to https://qhsua. 
org/how-you-can-help/ or contact them 
for more information at 413- 277-5117. 
There is also a WareRRC Facebook 
page. 

Among the partners supporting the 
Ware Regional Recovery Center are 
Baystate Health, the town of Ware, 
Hampden County District Attorney’s 
Office, Northwestern District Attor- 
ney’s Office, Hampden County Sher- 
iff’s Department, Hampshire County 
Sheriff’s Office, Drug Addiction and 
Recovery Team, Hampshire HOPE, 
Hamden County Addition Task Force, 
Ware Police Department, Quaboag 
Valley Community Development Cor- 
poration, Tapestry, The Nest - Honest 
Beginnings, Inc., Western Massachu- 
setts Training Consortium Inc., The 
Northampton Recovery Center, Be- 
havioral Health Network Inc., Right 
Choice, Clean Slate and Adcare. 

The WRRC is also now hosting a vir- 
tual All Recovery Meeting every Tues- 
day at 3 p.m. The Zoom information 1s 
https://zoom.us/j/17008898. Find a lo- 
cal number to call at https://zoom.us/u/ 
aMjoORIDz. 


able ASAP (413)531-2433 


WOMAN from page 1 


and was actively involved in the school’s 
community. She served on the Execu- 
tive Board as historian and publicist, 
and has attended many Student Council 
Leadership Conferences. “Leia is pas- 
sionate, energetic, and truly cares about 
what she’s doing. We wish her the best 
success in the future. “ 

Alyson Locke is from Brookfield and 
is graduating from Tantasqua. She will 
be attending UMass Dartmouth and 1s 
planning to study art/graphic design. 
She always knew she wanted to be an 
artist. She spent a summer in Baltimore 
where she studied graphic design and 
found her passion. During that time she 
created her own branding and packag- 
ing, and has since created a logo for a 
friend’s company. She loves creating but 
also likes working with people which 
makes graphic design a good combina- 
tion for her. “Alyson is not only talented 
and imaginative, but hardworking and 
intelligent. She has been on the Student 
Council, Class Secretary, and competes 
with the varsity swim team. We wish 
Alison the best of luck in her creative 
future.” 

Madison Hughes is from Charlton 
and is graduating for Shepherd Hill. 
She will be attending Isenberg School 
of Management at UMass Amherst and 
will study forensic accounting. Through 
high school, she took many business 
and accounting courses which she liked. 
She also knew she wanted to help peo- 
ple. This narrowed it down to forensic 
accounting. She hopes to help protect 
companies and individuals from finan- 
cial crimes, hoping someday to work for 
the F.B.I. She has a passion for detail 
which will help with auditing financial 
records. She was captain of the Varsity 
Volley Ball team and coached the mid- 
dle school team. “Maddi is motivated, 
intelligent and kind, and will be an asset 
in her field. We wish Madison the best 
of luck in the future.” 

Jordan Lapierre is from Wales and 
is graduating from Tantasqua. She will 
be attending WPI, studying molecular 
biology or bioengineering. Her plan is 


www.newspapers.turley.com 


to then attend graduate school in the 
field of genetics. She has run a food and 
clothing drive each year since eighth 
grade and has been running for Team 
Hoyt since sixth grade. Team Hoyt is an 
international organization where run- 
ners push team members with disabili- 
ties in specially designed racing chairs. 
She was active in track and field and the 
varsity cross country teams, as well as 
a variety of clubs and extra-curricular 
activities. “Jordan puts 100% effort into 
every endeavor she tackles. Her goal 
would be to help reverse the effects of 
diseases such as Alzheimer’s, Multiple 
Sclerosis, and Parkinson’s Disease.” 

Addison Ellithorpe is from Fiskdale 
and is graduating from Tantasqua. She 
will be attending Quinnipiac Universi- 
ty studying physical therapy. She likes 
the sports and movement sciences. Her 
favorite course was anatomy which she 
found interesting and helped her decide 
to pursue this field. This field puts her 
love for helping people and her passion 
for sports involvement together. She was 
lucky to participate in an internship at a 
local therapy office through the school. 
Outside of school she has been active in 
her local church and has been on sev- 
eral mission trips. She was also on the 
volleyball and lacrosse teams. “Addie 
always follows through with whatever 
she commits to whether it is in our out 
of school. We wish her the best of luck.” 

Scholarship winners are tradition- 
ally acknowledged and celebrated at 
Woman In Business’ annual June Meet- 
ing & Luncheon, but this year due to 
COVID-19 restrictions, recipients will 
receive their award checks and special 
gift bags donated by WIB members by 
members of the Scholarship Awards 
Committee and Board members at in- 
dividual celebrations held at the Stur- 
bridge Commons the first week in July. 

Woman In Business, Inc., a 501c(3) 
charitable organization, supports wom- 
en by fostering networking, sharing 
information and experiences, and pro- 
viding educational opportunities. For 
additional information visit www.wib- 
sturbridge.org. 


The ONLY local coverage in Sturbridge - Brookfield - West Brookfield - East Brookfield - North Brookfield & New Braintree 


QUABOAG 


CURREN 





















































rae Public Notices 2 

NORTH BROOKFIELD STURBRIDGE SPORTS Opinion 4 
NBSB helps with PPL Students receive Some high school Public safety 7 
loans p3 academic honors p2 leagues play p8 Ashes Ss 

, assifieds 10-11 





Volume 13, Number 39 Friday, July 17, 2020 


our NECTION 


SUNINER SALE 
DEHUMIDIFIERS!!! EXsce (ii 


° ‘ | ba — ee 
OVER Toco e's sock | Hee | OED aren 





TR BUYING OR SELLING... 
g05 OAD WE HAVE THE PERFECT FIT FOR YOU! 




















~ SEE OUR AD INSIDE ~ vities Mt NEW LISTING - 35 W. Main St., West Brookfield - $349,900 
TT — — , Vo Come and see this amazing colonial revival home 
O MA RESS my Ss oc 7 \ 7. y built in 1911. Mostly original finishes & fixtures mee 
VER 3.000 APPLIANCES IN ST K | , throughout. Beautiful large lot with old trees. The |=. 
, original front door opens to a grand foyer which dis- [ea Be 
FOR FAST DELIVERY OR PICK UP! . plays the grand original custom made staircase. Birch . ie —— 
OVER 1,000 BIKES IN STOCK! | If sincerest rat motangs an tooo cting lg 
WE REPAIR ALL BIKE MODELS! windows leads to the formal dining room with a tile 
om FINANCING FOR 12 MONTHS Ya' 7 J fireplace and wainscoting. 2 car garage, 1st floor -— 
ba -\ I / laundry. Beautiful original hardwood throughout. Nspaciir library with a reading nook, fireplace 
VW wd v iti , on and custom made bookcases. Formal living room with a large window seat. A 1st floor office, and 
fHiTCO Bad Credit? We Can Help! f 1st floor full bath with walk-in shower. The 2nd floor boasts a beautiful sitting area overlooking 
: Mon.- = pe ee pe pe ss J 5 08- 885- ie) 3 43 , » | / the front yard. A large courtyard with in-ground pool and perennials. In business district with great 
GO TO WHITCOSALES.COM , ao ee ra in-home business. Title V will be done. This is a beautiful home in 
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me Colonial charmer that truly has it all. [es 
On 5.5 acres of land, this 3,464+ sq | 
| two story, multi level home offers 6 sizable bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, @ natant Nan Chine t Neluiar , Colonial - 1887 Saft 
! natural light, and an open floor plan on the first floor. Beautiful wood \ | 3 Bed - 1 1/2 Bath 
floors, a spacious chef's kitchen with pantry and first floor laundry, a — : Hardwood & Tile Floorin 
Publications, Inc. | = na g 
formal dining room, and patio sliding doors leading to the over-sized | | i | Granite Counters - Wood Stove 


private yard, are just some of the many highlights. A TURLEY PUBLICATION - | Fe 
Ready to Buy or Sell? Call Me! Century 21 iia a eri 
1-978-434-1990 North East 
www.DorrindaSellsHomes.com 109 West St., Ware Tak. % : Po . BUYING ¢ SELLING e RELOCATING IR 
z - ° G COLDWELL BANKER STEWART & STEWART 
BROKERAGE 413-387-8608 


Nathan.Stewart@NEMoves.com e StewartandStewartHomes.com 
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Screened Loam Stored in Building wa WINE ROAD 
1/4 mile up from the center New Braintree Washed & Double Washed 


Construction Stone ¢ Construction Sand © Concrete Sand (4 Cc hed St 
Title V Septic Sand ¢ Brick Sand © Sand Box Sand rusne one 
Utility Sand © Stone Dust Silt U- PICK BLUEBERRIES WOW READY! Washed Sand ° Stone Dust 
Crushed Gravel ¢ Crushed Asphalt ¢ Crushed Concrete Come pick at your convenience, any hours. Natural Round Landscaping Stone 
Screened Loam e Crushed Gravel 
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—4J Homeowner Friendly ¢- No Minimums 
Kd P PICK-UP OR CALL TO SCHEDULE YOUR DELIVERY TODAY! PEANTLOCATION 
~ ie ) i | 53 Brooks Pond Rd., North Brookfield, MA 
& f 508-885-6100 : | <> Le 908.867.0400 = - [= 
iS = 885-2480 : 
e | Sand, Gravel & Asphalt er Ee 3 " : : | 
1 www. bordaandandaravelcon ri ; , pe Nee 
WHE S FOR 3 Se NOW OPEN 


same sae aita | FOR INDOOR DINING! 


Siei=) ellen Kole las 


a (=o Chicken A La King 


Fatnily) me 


We are now allowing customers to come in the store. | kin Patches: f nee | : i 
Maximum 10 people in store at a time. ? oats Waters "4 ( Le Ke Grits 
MUST WEAR A MASK nee i i Smoked Pork 
OR YOU CANNOT COME IN! ere) SEE Ae Ne Sai ‘ea ~ Offering Fish Daily! ~ 


We still do curbside pickup if you want to call and eae | ' Sou ps 
pay for order over the phone. We are doing our best “DESTINATIONS — NG a ee Chili e Clam Chowder 
to make sure you have a safe experience. INTHE PIONEER | eau - 66 3 
ae & “Soup of the Day 


CONCRETE SOLUTIONS an _ it o. E£.B. Flatts 
199 East Broadway (Rt. 2A), Gardner * 978-669-0088 Turley, _ , i ne Gee 
Niesidmel 700-d-c0s6en 600140 _ Publications, Inc. sal. 45 W. Main, E. Brookfield * 508-867-6643 


SO\ CS 

















FRESH 
SANDWICHES 


2240 Main Street ; & MEALS 
MONDAY-SATURDAY reiolelaix 


West Warren 8AM-7PM coe 
Tore 413-436-5900 rax/copy/ATM/NOTARY PUBLIC ([BRBBBSReBEE 


PIZZA! 





